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Dundee, and, since the attack, the preacher had
been preceded on his joumeyings by an adherent
who carried a double-handed sword. Knox was
appointed to be the sword-bearer for Wishart In
East Lothian. There was some risk attached to
the office, for Wishart was a marked man, and
Cardinal Beaton was determined to seize so
dangerous a critic of Rome. On the i6th of
January, 1546, the cardinal pounced. If Knox
had had his way, he would have been with Wishart
at the time. The preacher, after delivering a
sermon in Haddington, set out for Ormiston, a
few miles distant. He guessed the fate in store
for him, and refused to allow Knox to come
farther than the outskirts of Haddington.
" Return to your bairns [pupils], and God bless
you,'5 he said. " One is enough for a sacrifice."
That night Wishart was arrested by the Earl of
Bothwell, and a month later was condemned to
the flames.
The position of Knox was now difficult. He
had become known as a Reformer and the
associate of one of the most successful preachers
of the new doctrines, and he might expect
measures to be taken against him by the Govern-
ment. The fathers of his three pupils were
themselves numbered among the Reformers, but
they had been unable to save Wishart, and could
hardly be relied uppn to protect Knox if the
authorities took actioif. Beaton, however, was